Honoring People at Your Bar/Bat Mitzvah

Celebration at Etz Chaim MTJC
A Bar/Bat Mitzvah celebration gives you the opportunity to honor some of the very special people in your life.  This makes the service even more meaningful both for the student and for the people being honored.  There are many opportunities to honor people during the course of the service, and if you wish to honor even more people, we can create more opportunities.

General

It is really important that every person who will be honored at your service be properly prepared.  They should never be surprised; rather, they should expect to be receiving the honor, and they should know what it means and what they will be doing.  This will avoid embarrassment all around.  It’s good to supply a copy of the program for the service to all who will be honored so that they know when they will be called as well as what they will be doing.

Aliot

Please be sure that each person who will be honored with an aliyah knows the blessings to say before and after the reading.  We can provide copies of the text, including transliterations, and even an audio tape if they wish.  To be called to the Torah a person should be at least thirteen years of age.  Also let them know our congregation’s policy that people called to the Torah should wear a Talit.
Reading

Be sure to supply a copy of the text they will read to all whom you will honor with readings from the prayer book. 
Lifting the Torah

Our Torah scroll is fairly heavy.  Not everyone is able to lift it in the traditional manner.  The person to whom you would give this honor must be strong enough to perform the task.  Do it yourself so that you know what’s involved and so that you can explain it to the one you plan to honor.

Non-Jewish Family and Friends

Many of the honors during the Bar/Bat Mitzvah service can be given to non-Jewish family and friends.  However, some are not appropriate for people who are not Jewish.  If you have questions about this, the Rabbi will be happy to discuss them with you.
