Inviting People to Your Bar/Bat Mitzvah

Celebration at Etz Chaim MTJC
You surely want all the family and friends that you invite to share your Bar/Bar Mitzvah celebration to enjoy the experience.  To avoid any possible unpleasant situations we suggest you should include the information below with your invitations.  

Start Time

Kabbalat Shabbat services begin at 6:30 on Friday evening.  On Saturday morning Torah study begins at 9:30, followed by the worship service at 10:15.  Please do invite your guests to attend the service on Friday evening with you as well as the service on Saturday morning.  Let them know that everyone is also welcome to join in the Torah study at 9:30 on Shabbat morning.  Do ask them to be on time for services, as a continuous stream of late arrivals does disrupt the service.
Directions

You may wish to include with your invitations to the Temple from different locations.  The office will be happy to provide you with a sample.  These directions are also available online on our web site on the Documents and Forms page.

Photography

Please let your family and friends know that there’s no flash photography during services.
Cell Phones, Pagers

Cell phones and pagers going off definitely disrupt worship services.  Be sure your guests know that they must be turned off.
Kipot

Let your guests know that we have a policy that men and boys are expected to wear kipot during services.
Classmates

We cannot make policy regarding any party you may be planning at some other location, but we do strongly urge that if you are inviting any of your Religious School classmates to your celebration as individuals (i.e., not coming with their families) please invite them all.  Do consider that it really hurts to be the one not invited.  
