Congregation Etz Chaim
Monroe Township Jewish Center
Religious School Policies
1.  GENERAL

a. Religious School grades 3 and above are open only to those children whose parents are members of Congregation Etz Chaim Monroe Township Jewish Center.

b. Pre-school through grade 2 are open to those children whose parents are members of Etz Chaim MTJC as well as non-members.  In the case of limited enrollment, children of members will be given priority acceptance.

c. Our Hebrew high school program, Gesher L’Kesher, is open to all of our post Bar/BatMitzvah students as well as all students who have had a Religious School education.

d. We at Congregation Etz Chaim MTJC, adhere to the recommendation of the URJ that children should be raised with a single religious identity, and  that living in a Jewish home is a key part of fostering that identity.  Children should not be enrolled in any other religious school if they are to be students in our school.  We teach from the perspective that our students are Jewish children.  We are not doing comparitive religious studies.  Rather, we are preparing them to lead Jewish lives and make Jewish homes.  We teach that there are many valid religious paths, but we also teach that Judaism is our path.  For children who do not receive that same message at home we feel that enrollment in our religious school would probably be a confusing and possibly a disturbing experience. 

e. A five-year commitment is expected.  Please refer to membership for further explanations.

f. Transfer students are expected to furnish a transcript from their former religious school.

g. Late beginners must be evaluted with regard to any lower-grade curriculum they have missed.  Private tutoring will be required to bring students up to the level of their classmates.

h. Students must be at the level we expect of our seventh graders before Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

i. At the end of the school year any student who has not achieved satisfactory performance in any of the areas below, including Class Attendance, Service Attendance, Homework, or general academic performance, will have to meet with the Principal to determine what is required before the student can be promoted to the next grade.  We hope you can understand the need for our school to have and adhere to standards if our students are to accomplish the curriculum goals. If there are any extenuating circumstances regarding your child's attendance, outside of sporting activities, please contact the educational director and it can be discussed further.

2.  CLASS ATTENDANCE

a. Students are to attend the entire program for their grade.  Program changes will be considered by the Principal and the Education Vice-President upon written request.

b. Parents should send  their children to school whenever classes are in session.  Missing classes, discussions and assignments will create difficulties for the student and must be made up within a specific time frame.

c. Students in grades 3-6 who have more than 10 absences, or students in grade 7 with more than 5 absences, will have to meet with the principal to determine what is required to ensure that they have completed their current grade satisfactorily before they can be promoted to the next grade.
d. Students who arrive more than ten minutes late (or leave more than ten minutes early) will be marked tardy.  Being tardy four times will be considered an additional absence with regard to item c above.
3.  SERVICE ATTENDANCE

a. Attendance at Shabbat and/or Yom Tov services by religious school students in grades 3-7 is an integral part of the school curriculum and as such is mandatory.   Minimum numbers are
	Grade
	Total

	3
	8

	4
	9

	5
	10

	6
	12

	7
	14


b. High Holy Days services cannot be counted toward fulfilling this requirement.

c. Students must attend at least one service per month until the total above is reached.

d. Please note the separate requirement that Bar/Bat Mitzvah students attend at least one service per month at which the Torah is read during the twelve months prior to the date of their celebration.  This twelve-month period may begin during 6th grade, continue after 7th grade, or both.
e. Each religious school class is given the honor of leading two services each year:  one Shabbat evening service and one Shabbat morning service.  Attendance at these services is, of course, expected.  Please check the religious school calendar distributed at the beginning of the year for the dates of those services.  

f. If a student is unable to attend a class-led service due to some emergency, that student must make up this requirement by leading part of another service.  You must schedule as soon as possible, in any event within one month, the date when this requirement will be made up.
g.  Mitzvah mark program standings will be updated monthly .  Please direct any questions about this program to our Vice President of Education.

4.  BOOKS AND MATERIALS

a. All Religious School books are purchased by the parents.  Please report to the office immediately if any book is lost so that it can be promply replaced. The cost will be added to the Religious School bill.  
b. Please be sure to send your child to Religious School prepared.  (Teachers will provide your child with a minimal list if any supplies are needed for the school year at the first class session.)

5..  HOMEWORK

a. Homework will be assigned as necessary in each class.  Completion of homework assignments will be considered in determining whether the student has fulfilled academic requirements and is ready to be promoted to the next grade.

b. Prayers studied in class should be practiced at home on a regular basis.

6.  TUTORING

a. Children needing extra reinforcement in religious school will be tutored by high school students on an ongoing bases to bring them up to grade level capabities.

b. If a child will miss regular classes for an extended period of time, he/she must have 1 hour of tutoring for every 2 hours missed.  Contact our princicpal for acceptable tutors.  Tutors must work closely with our religious school and with our principal.  We need to be regularly informed of the progress and status of students being tutored.  We can recommend potential tutors.

7.  DISCIPLINE

a. A positive learning environment, in which teachers can teach and students can learn, is made possible when students follow the behavioral guidelines established by  their teachers. Problems arising in the classrooms and/or sanctuary will be handled utilizing informal calls as well as more formal written communiqués to the home.

b. Actions of a disruptive, violent or dangerous nature may lead to suspension of the students for a limited period of time.  Prior to the child’s return to class, a conference with the parents, Principal, Vice-President and Rabbi will be required.

c. Once all other measures have been exhausted, the Education Committee, in concert with the Principal and Rabbi, shall have the right to expel any child who continues to be disruptive, violent, or dangerous.

8.   PARENT-TEACHER COMMUNICATION

a. Parents may call the office (732/251-1119) to make an appointment to speak to their child’s teacher(s) concerning matters relating to the classroom.

b. Parents are welcome to call the Principal at the office to discuss any subject relevant to the education or experiences of their children.  Parents may also call the Education Vice President. 

c. ECPA organizes many activities for our children and appreciates all available parents.

9.  EARLY PICK-UP OF STUDENTS

a. Parents must call the office before the beginning of class if picking up student(s) early,  This will allow the teacher to prepare any assigments needed for the next day of class.  Students may not leave without prior notice except in case of emergency

b. Parents are not to enter the classrooms.  Please check in with the office and let our staff bring out your child.
c. The students will be responsible for any work missed.  

10.  SNACKS IN CLASS

          Most children have enough time to have a snack before Religious School.  For those that don’t,  please have a ready-to-eat snack for your child to bring in.  We will have a designated area where the children can eat and have a drink outside of their classroom, so as not to disturb the classroom learning experience.

11.  VISITING CLASSROOMS


Indiscriminate visiting of classrooms by parents, friends, &c., is not allowed.  All visitors must report to the office upon entering the building.

12.  STUDENT ATTIRE

a. Students are expected to attend Religious School appropriately dressed, in comfortable but neat clothing.  
b. Youngsters leading services with their classes are expected to dress in a manner reflecting the dignity of the occasion.  Sports uniforms are not acceptable.
c. All boys are required to wear a kippah (yarmulka) - no caps or hats - during Religious School and Services, consistent with the overall policy of the congregation.  Girls are warmly encouraged to do the same, as our overall philosophy gives responsibility and rights to men and women equally.

13.  REPORT CARDS


Report cards will be distributed twice a year, the first in January at the annual Conference Night, and the second on the last day of Religious School.  Students progress will be made available to parents through the use of various school-parent communications throughout the year.

14.  TZEDAKAH

a. Tzedakah (charity) will be collected from the students at the start of each class session.  This is an importance mitzvah (good deed) in helping to repair the world (tikkun olam).  At the end of the school year, the students will have a role in deciding which charities will receive the monies collected.

b. We strongly urge all students to contribute, for the lesson learned from this action is that a way of showing concern for others is by sharing.  The amount is secondary to the act of giving...a few coins from the child is more meaningful than a dollar bill from his/her parents.

15.  CANCELLATION OF CLASSES


Religious School will be canceled when classes are not in session in the Monroe Township Public Schools.  Please tune into station WCTC AM or 98.3 for school closing information.  An emergency phone chain will also be utilized for your convenience.

16.  CLASS TRIPS


Visits to sites or events that will enhance students’ Jewish identity and education will be announced, well in advance, should they be scheduled, and will incur minimal cost to the parent.

17. BAR/BAT MITZVAH POLICY 

            There is a policy document available.  Please contact the office for a copy.
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